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Community Involvement
The partners jointly determined the criteria for establishing a su-
ccessful volunteer monitoring program which includes a safe sam-
ple collecting method, a realistic sampling and data quality goal
and a unique outreach approach.

The partners also developed the idea of promoting the monthly
stream sampling at the local farmers markets. Booths were set
up the week before the sampling event to distribute sampling
bottles and again set up on the sampling day to collect samples
from volunteers.

The Stream Team set up at the farmers market the weekend before
the sampling date to promote the event. The farmers market is pro-
ven to be a successful means to connect with the community and
increase volunteer base.

Butler County, Ohio

17 major watersheds

s Total Population: 350,412

g Total County Size: 467 square mile

%30% increase in population over the last 30 yrs

$% 8th largest population in the state (U.S. Census Bureau)

s Loss of over 25,000 acres of farmland in between
1987 and 1997 (1997 Census of Agriculture, U.S. Dept.
Of Agriculture

The basket collector uses a
modified suet cage, a one Ib
weight, a robe and ties to
secure the components
(One unit costs $13.82)

Volunteers can safely collect stream
samples using the basket collector

To simplify the sampling method, volunteers are given a basket
collector to lower to the center of a stream from a bridge/over-
pass to collect the stream samples. This device was invented to
alleviate the risk of unreachable sample locations and unsafe
situations for sample collection.

A protocol for the lab and field procedures is currently prepared
and will be submitted to the Ohio EPA Credible Data Program.
The supervisors of the volunteer Stream Team program will be
certified by Ohio EPA as Level Il Credible Data Collectors for
Stream Habitat and Chemistry Assessments.

IES provides the laboratory equipment and technical expertise for
chemical and bacteria analyses, Butler County Storm Water District
provides input on regulatory requirements and funding of expenses,
and Butler Soil and Water Conservation District provides outreach
coordination.
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